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Dg9CRIPTION

CONDIT ION

(Check One.)

[] DeteriorotedS Excellent fl Good I Foir

(Check One)

ffi Alrered f] Unoltered

f] Ruins [-] Unexposed

(Check Ono)

f] Moved fi Originol Sire

DEscR'1;. ";"il;; ff";"";;;:;"iltffin^"r ro'*.rro the rndianapori
Ci-t.y Ha1l) is an adaptation of Roman Classic Archit.ecture by the
f irrn of Rubush and Hunt.er. The cornerstone was laid on JuIy 27 ,
LgAg and the buildinE was dedicated on December 2I. 1910" ft is
located on the Northwest corner of Ohio and Alabama Streets four
blocks Northeast. of the circle that, marks the center of Tndiana-
polis on a l-ot with 202 L/2 feet on the front and 135 feet d.eep.
rfre Uuitding itself occupj-es an area 188 by 133 feet. The long-
est side being the main entrance and faeing East onto Alabama
Street

The foun story and basement struct.ure was constructed of
hard burned brick faced with large slabs of Indiana Bedford lime
stone with a grani-te foundation. Al-1 sides of the building, eve
those facing on narrow alleys, are equally well f,inj-shed. Much
of the inteiior work is done in red construction tilee most
commonly 12 by 12 by 4 inches, although other sizes are used"
The use of this tile may account for the short Lj-me needed to
construct the building. The total cost of the building exclusiv
of ground and portabl-e fixtures was $699 '239.83.The decoration j-s typical of Neo-Classical Revival building
The first ffoor has three double bronze doors with bronze torch-
iers at the sides, These are framed with 1ow pediments and carv
lotus buds on the Linrel-s. The second and third stories have
recessed Roman Doric engaged columns banded at the top by a egg
and d.art motif " The cotruinns are tclpped by a square abacus. A
simple architrave with disks spaced over each column decorates
the frieze while a cont,inuous dentil runs under the cornice top*
ped with an egg and dart. The four:th story attic conceals a low
f l-at roof .
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Entering through a marble columned lobby' one finds the i

ftoors of atl 1obbies and corridors inlaid wi*r "ofor"J-1iiff*, i 
z'

lwhile the wal1s have marble wainscoting panels and pilasters' I 
t''

lCol,r*r." in the rotunda area are scaglioia maLching the Antique 
I

iVerde bases. Much of the original mahogany woodwork can sLill 
I

lU" seen in many areas. The Rotunda stretches eight-five fee! abtve
I tft. lobby and is capped by a magnificent 750 square foot' stained 

i

lqtass doire typical of the "Tj-ffany Era." Wreaths with acorns, .l.
li*a.n"" anA 6lfren ripe fruit entwine themselves among thg 9e'emetfical
liattern of a bewilderj-ng array of multicolored glass. Lrght 

I

lltrea*ing through the dome casLs a soft glow throughout the ' i

I center aia Ualconies on. each floor" A Foucault Pendulum now hangs
lfrom the dome and swings majestically over a compass rose desrgni
iin marUle which was an orig1nal feature of the rotunda floor-
i rro* each of the balconies one can sense the feeling of immense

i;;;;"-i"=piii"g a .sense of pure visual delight within the buildifs.
I ' The bincinnati art firm of Wili-iam F. Behrens was comml-saonl
ed to provide all- of the murals decorating the interior'.. Etth.. 

I

have simulated gold. backgrounds, with animal- syrnbols of the_zodrflc with
a heavily laden wreath oi fruits and flowers and ribbons" Insj-d
the wreaths are heads of chaste maidens with sweet smil-es anC

down cast eyes.
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From 1964 to 1966, under the direcEion of James Associates of Indi.anapol-is'
the state invested nearly a mllll-on dollars ln renovating the buitr-ding far lluse

purposes. The exterior was cleaned and repointed! and all windows openings

were sealed except in the third floor office area. interior surfaces were pain
ingtr-y cleaned or painted. Ceilings in the exhibit areas were lowered to permit
installation of air conditioning, humidity controls' and additional wiring'
paneling and a traffic resistant floor covering was installed in all- exhibi"t
areas " In spite of the sealed windows, the original architectural- character ha

been regained, and inside, the tremendous enclosed space bespeaks of another er

Since 1966 the building has been occupied by the Indiana State Museum' The

most recerrt addition to the exterl-or of the building are Lwo carved limestone
eagles that flank the entry stairs. They were removed from the famed interurbe
rracrion terrnlnal (1904*1948) and given to the IndLana State Muse-um ln 1958'
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5TAT EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Indianapolj-s City I{aIl, now the Indiana State
Museum was completed in December of 1910. At the dedication of
the cornerstone in Julyr 1909 Mayor Charles Bookwalter stated
firmtyn "One thing is certaln and that is I am going to build 

]

aCityHa11andhaVecityofficersinsta1].edinitbeforergo
out of office." Although he used a bond issue that had oriEinalj-1'
been made to build a Civic center and the building was compteteq
in a surprising one and a half years, his pronise was unfulfilldcl.
A former auctioneer vaudevillian and utter' inAiviclualist, SamueJ.l
Lewis Shank, greeted people in his new office with one leg throvJn
over the arm of his chaj-r and smoking a cigar on the day of thq
dedication. That day, December 2:., 1910, the building was open-1
ecl to the public with great fanf,are, includinE an orchestra and 

I

speeches by Governor Thomas R. Marshall, and sj-x former mayors, i

Bookwalter beinE last on the program. In spi-t.e of the rapid 
I

construction, the race for occupation, and flamboyant mayors thg
building served the people of, Indianapolis for over half, a cent4ry.
The clty offices rwere moved to the new city county building dol,rr{
the block and the State of Indiana leased the structure in 1963.1

The Old Indianapolis Cit.y Hall is considered.one of tl: 
Ifinest exampl-es of early 2Ot.h century public buildings in the

area" The exterior is a cl-ear illustration of Neo*classical
revival archiecture and the interior is a fine exampl-e of what
was considered the height of decorative art at the time" The
quality of construction is witnessed by Lhe fine condition and
usefulnes$ of the building today" As the Indiana State Museum

the public stil1 enjoys access and the building is being care-
fu1lv mai-ntained.
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Indiana State Museum
STREET AND NUMBER:

2A2 North Alabama Street' Herita1e-€g I

Indianapolis
rz-Ff rf,t IIAIsoN oF F IcE R,:€HRT!rfcAl f oN

NAME AND TITLE:

Megr_{ete_gesI_el_a}g-E{} q--q ilbej Lq o 4---._-
oRG-NrzarroN tndiana Department Of NatUraI ReSOurCeS

llA,tlONA:L: REGI$TER V€Rl F$eATmN

I hereby certify that this property Ls included

National Register

Itireatot, OIlice ot Archea'o{y and t{istoric Preservatron

Keeper of ?fte lVafi<xtal itedisler

t

COFNER

NW

NE

SE

As the desi.gnated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Freservation Act of 1966 (Fublic l-aw

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated accordinq to the c-it€ria and procedlres set

forth by the National Park Servrce. 'fhe reconrrnended

1evel of signif icance of this nomimtion is:

Nationai n State B l-ocal n.
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